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Judy’s Journal
I have dedicated this newsletter primarily to our 

ReStore Home Improvement Center. ReStore creates a 
win-win situation for our shoppers, our affiliate, and our 
low-income partner homeowners, neighbors, and friends. 
With increased growth, we will be able to increase the 
number of affordable homes and the families served. For 
those of you who have not had the opportunity to shop 
at ReStore, or have not visited for a while, I hope that 
you will enjoy the walk down memory lane. We began 10 
years ago with the question of how to generate revenue 
to sustain the affiliate’s operating expenses so that our 
generous donors could be assured that their gifts would 
go to the building of affordable homes for our low-income 
partner families.

Fifteen years ago, generous individuals nationwide 
began donating gently-used building materials and items 
for the home to help support our program of building 
affordable homes. Affiliates across the nation began 
thinking of ways to turn unwanted items into treasures 
and ReStore – a retail operation created and designed 
by Habitat for Humanity to generate operating funds by 
selling used donated items for the home – was born.

Ten years ago, GAHH – under the direction of Catherine 
Woodward, the Board of Directors, and many dedicated 
volunteers – turned the old Rainbow Garden skating rink 
into a buzz of activity. Volunteers began pulling up the 
boards on the floor, built the office space, constructed 
shelving, collected used items, and within months opened 
ReStore on June 14, 2003. Eventually a used truck was 
purchased which gave GAHH the ability to pick up items as 
donors called in.

Our community has embraced ReStore with open arms. 
By April 2004, ReStore had already begun to outgrow its 
space and expanded by leasing two buildings across the 
street. Because of the continued generosity of donors 
and dedicated customers, we have a growing store that 
receives great donations on a daily basis. Our customer 
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Affiliate Information
Greater Albuquerque Habitat for Humanity
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Albuquerque, NM 87108
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Phone: 505-265-0057

Fax: 505-255-0937
www.habitatabq.org
info@habitatabq.org
Find us on Facebook

base comes from all over the Albuquerque metro 
including Bernalillo, Rio Rancho, and Sandoval, Valencia, 
and Torrance counties.

Open to the public, a variety of quality donated 
items (both new and used), can be purchased at a 
fraction of retail prices. All merchandise is donated by 
businesses and individuals every day. The inventory of 
donated building materials, home furnishings, and home 
accessories changes daily.

The time has come for our affiliate to move. Our 
lease expires in the fall of 2013, which has created the 
opportunity to relocate to a more visible and central 
location with easy access, ample parking, and a safer 
environment for our customers, volunteers, and staff. 
Open six days per week, our store in Albuquerque 
generates an average of $750,000 per year. With the 
relocation, we anticipate and look forward to added 
growth beginning in 2014.

In a few weeks, we will be launching our Capital 
Campaign, Reaching New Heights. Updated information 
will be delivered through regular mail and our eNews. Be 
looking for it – you won’t want to miss the unveiling of 
our new location and exciting news about what, where, 
and when! When you come to ReStore, if you have the 
time, ask if I am in -- I would love to say hello!

With heartfelt love and appreciation, from our entire 
staff and Board of Directors, thank you for being a major 
part of Greater Albuquerque Habitat for Humanity!

God’s Blessings to you all!
Judy Lucero

The Impact of 
Homeownership

For the past 25 years, Greater Albuquerque 
Habitat for Humanity has worked side-by-side in 
partnership with more than 163 families. Hard-
working, dedicated volunteers, and financial 
sponsors from all over the Albuquerque area assist 
families as they build their homes, with the end 
goal of a low-income family owning a home of their 
own through affordable, zero interest mortgages. 
Our belief is that homeownership creates brighter 
futures for our families seeking to break the 
generational cycle of poverty.

According to an article written by D. Haurin, Ohio 
State University, “The Impact of Homeownership,” 
98 percent of children who grow up in Habitat 
homes graduate from high school on time. Children 
excel in school because of their stable home 
environments. Stress levels for parents decline. The 
positive impact of homeownership reaches into our 
schools, our local businesses, and our economy.

https://www.facebook.com/HabitatABQ
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Vision: No one in the Greater Albuquerque 
area will live in substandard housing.

Mission: Greater Albuquerque Habitat 
for Humanity builds community – one 
home, one family at a time – by making it 
possible for low-income families to own 
simple, decent, affordable homes.

President’s 
Message
by Aaron Lobato

Happy New Year! 2012 was a great year 
for us. Last year GAHH celebrated its 25th anniversary, 
held many successful events, and dedicated five homes 
on Trujillo Road for partner families. While ten of the 16 
Trujillo Project homes have been completed, two have 
been started, and four more homes will be constructed 
by September of this year to meet our agreement with 
the city of Albuquerque. GAHH has started several builds 
in early 2013. Sponsors for the last four houses in this 
project are: Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and Sandia 
Chapter, the Coalition of Lutheran Churches, Sandia 
National Laboratories/Lockheed Martin, Albuquerque 
Ambulance and 1st Responders.

In addition to completing the Trujillo Project, GAHH 
plans to relocate ReStore and our administrative offices 
in 2013. Our move is being prompted by the need for a 
location with better visibility, more parking, and facilities 
that are more adequate for our employees, volunteers, 
and customers. We will soon launch our Reaching New 
Heights campaign to provide support for our relocation. 
In addition GAHH is poised to start planning for our next 
building project, which will commence after the Trujillo 
Project has been completed.

The new year will bring exciting challenges and 
opportunities for GAHH. We have lots of work to do 
and can’t accomplish our goals without the help of 
our friends and volunteers. Your generosity of in-kind 
donations, financial support, and volunteering is more 
critical than ever. No gift of time, materials, and financial 
support is too small. On behalf of the Board of Directors, 
I want to thank you for your continued support of 
Greater Albuquerque Habitat for Humanity’s vision and 
mission.

Construction Update
2013 is going to be an exciting year for GAHH! We 

broke ground for the first house of the New Year on 
January 19. Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and the 
local Sandia Chapter of Thrivent have teamed up with 
area Lutheran congregations, including  2012 home-
sponsor Faith Lutheran Church, to sponsor the home. 
This house, our 167th overall and fourth for Thrivent, 
will be a landmark for GAHH as it will be our first 
LEED-certified home. LEED – Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design – is an internationally recognized 
green building program. Projects qualify based on a 
point scale that is verified by a third party with LEED 
credentials. We plan on attaining and maintaining 
LEED certification for the final four houses on Trujillo 
Road and beyond. Sandia National Laboratories and 
Retirees are sponsoring the second house that we will 
break ground for in 2013. This will be the 13th home 
sponsored by this group and its third on Trujillo Road. 
Our first dedication of the year, scheduled for March 9, 
will be for the House of 1,000 Hands. It’s just the first of 
many exciting achievements for GAHH in 2013. We look 
forward to seeing you along the way.

Future homeowners, board members, and Thrivent 
representatives break ground for the next home in the  
Trujillo Rd project.
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Letter from the ReStore Manager
Dear GAHH Supporters, Associates, and Volunteers:
I am very pleased to address you regarding our ReStore and the direction 

we are headed in 2013. First, let me take a moment to introduce myself. I was 
hired on August 27, 2012, as the ReStore Manager. My background includes 
18 years management experience in retail, security management, and direct 
marketing. I am very pleased to be a part of our Habitat for Humanity affiliate 
and believe strongly in the values that drive our altruistic ventures.

Our ReStore plays a vitally important role within our affiliate. It provides 
revenues to support the affiliate’s operational expenses and contributes to 
our builds. ReStore ensures fiscal sustainability. Our goal is to provide ongoing 
growth through our retail operation so we may touch more lives and provide 
hope to more families.

Our ReStore is evolving through a new vision, driven in part by the 
marketplace and by the branding initiatives for ReStore across Habitat for 
Humanity affiliates globally. Our ReStore has a new look that is cleaner, better 
organized, with wider aisles aimed at a pleasant and productive shopping 
experience. We are focused on keeping prices low to benefit needy families 
and to ensure that we fulfill our vision that “no one in 
the Greater Albuquerque area will live in substandard 
housing.”

Our ReStore is also embracing our faith communities 
and nonprofit organizations that have similar visions of 
helping those in need. ReStore is providing an opportunity 
to fundraise and reach more people. This circle of 
partnership will also increase the levels of community 
engagement and the traffic to our ReStore, creating 
synergy and greater success in promoting initiatives. If you 
belong to a faith community or nonprofit organization, I 
would like to invite you to speak to me directly on how 
your organization can take advantage of this partnership. 
You may contact me at 505-265-0057, x113.

Respectfully,
Warren J. Lopez, MA
GAHH ReStore Manager

Family Services
KoriAnn Sanchez, Family Services

We have so many wonderful families 
participating in our program. I invite you to the 
job site to grab a hammer and be a part of the 

fun. You will witness GAHH partner families in Habitat yellow-
glow shirts building their own home, taking pride in ownership, 
and learning about becoming a homeowner. Each family has 
an amazing story to tell. From our newest partner families 
selected, the Atencio family was the first to complete their 
initial 50 hours of sweat equity for lot placement. A family of 
four, these proud parents have a newborn baby girl, and a very 
special two-year-old boy with autism. They are facing many 
challenges with this recent diagnosis. Fortunately, Mr. Atencio 
has been at the same job for 10 years. Mrs. Atencio must give 
extra nurturing and time to their baby girl, born with clubfoot. 
Building on a strong foundation, our newly selected family has 
transitioned to the job site quite well. Using his paid time off at work, the family participates on all open construction 
days and has completed 100 of the 500 required sweat equity hours. It is exciting to see such dedication; we revel in 
the cause and final destination: watching our partner family move into their new home.

Much of the materials that we 
collect are used materials. By 
having these materials available 
for reuse or repurposing, we are 
able to promote green initiatives, 
keep waste out of our landfills, 
and protect the planet and our 
community. Please visit ReStore 
and become a part of our 
evolution that better supports 
our community. We believe that 
through promoting recycling 
and reuse of materials we can 
“ReStore” communities. Join us.
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Many thanks to the following 
Sponsors and the many volunteers who 
have helped families build their homes. 
A very special thank you to the Trujillo 
Road Project sponsors who have raised 
money, provided volunteers, and volunteer lunches: 
Catholic/Presbyterian Coalition of Churches – 
three houses; Sandia Laboratories and Lockheed 
Martin employees and retirees – three houses; 
Lowe’s Women Build – one house and one soon 
to come; Jeff and Hildy Radke, family and friends 
from Washington in memory of Patricia Radke; 
Faith Lutheran Church; State Farm Insurance, YUGA; 
Circle of Friends; House of 1,000 Hands: Walmart, 
Stewart Title, Starbucks, Car Max; Bankers Team 
Build: Bank of America, Bank of the West, Wells 
Fargo Bank; Thrivent and Lutheran churches; and 
ABQ Ambulance and First Responders in memory of 
Chief Jon Tibbetts.

Find us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/HabitatABQ

SWAT  
Comes Through Again

We began in January with only five more homes to 
complete the Trujillo Road Project. The 16th house in 
this project is due to be finished in September. Thank 
you SWAT (Special Work Assignment Team) – a group 
of long-term volunteers who have tirelessly led our 
volunteers on the job site, for not giving up on this 
project. At times it has been daunting, but the crew has 
kept their heads up with determination to meet our 
September deadline!

Volunteers are the heart of our organization. 
Volunteers make the real difference for our 
families. The SWAT team (and their families) has 
given up countless Wednesday’s and Saturday’s 
to lead volunteer home builders on the job site. 
Never wanting recognition, they are there every 
week without fail so that another family can move 
into a home of their own. Sponsor volunteers 
and those who come out each week are the 
backbone of GAHH. The GAHH Board of Directors 
are unconditionally on hand to assist in making 
fiduciary and responsible decisions so that finances 
are balanced, money is appropriately spent, and 
that the affiliate remains on track for growth. The 
administrative volunteers are cheerfully on hand 
to help keep us organized and moving forward on 
a daily basis. The ReStore volunteers are cheerful, 
helpful, and always working hard to help our staff 
keep up with the demands of a growing store.

Donors are the lifeline of Greater Albuquerque 
Habitat for Humanity. Your personal and corporate 
gifts assure that our program will continue to 
provide homes to countless families in need of 
better living conditions. With our ReStore Home 
Improvement Center, we are able to sustain 87% of 
the affiliate’s operational budget, so that 100% of 
donated dollars go to the building of homes.

In-Kind Donors who are able to provide materials 
and supplies toward the construction of our homes 
help curb the ever rising costs of building.

Members of the SWAT - Special Work Assignments Team 
- are gathered on the job site to be thanked by GAHH. 
SWAT members are on the build site two days a week to 
lead volunteers in the building process.

Wish List
• Donations for Relocation, Reaching New Heights
• ReStore Donations
• New or Used ¾-ton Pick-up
• New Computers for Administration Offices
• Marketing & Advertising 
• Employee Education Fund
• Acid-free Tissue/Containers  

for Storage of Family Dedication Quilts

https://www.facebook.com/HabitatABQ
https://www.facebook.com/HabitatABQ
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Trip to Haiti
Catherine Heyne and Neal DeLange, GAHH staff, and Seth Kaplan, SWAT member, had the remarkable 

opportunity to take part in the 29th Annual Jimmy & Rosalynn Carter Work Project in Léogâne, Haiti, 
thanks to generous sponsorships provided by local, long-time Habitat supporters, Irving and Lois Hall. This 
generosity enabled them to not only see, but contribute to, the amazing work accomplished by Habitat 

by helping build a new community in Léogâne and participating as members of a unified international community of 
volunteers.

Catherine, Neal, and Seth were part of a group of 619 that built 100 houses in Léogâne, a port town located 18 miles 
west of Haitian capital Port-au-Prince and at the epicenter of the 7.0-magnitude earthquake of 2010. A United Nations 
assessment team that investigated three main towns near Port-au-Prince found that Léogâne was “the worst affected 
area” with 80 to 90 percent of buildings damaged and no remaining government infrastructure. The 2012 Carter Work 
Project was the culmination of a two-year effort to help families left homeless from the disaster. Volunteers helped 
build 150 houses in the Léogâne Santo community in 2011 and 100 in 2012.

Visiting Haiti was eye-opening for our GAHH team and a once-in-a-lifetime experience. Few things compare to 
observing the living conditions in a third world country. They all agree that one of the most powerful experiences 
was the drive from the Port-Au-Prince airport to the campsite 20 miles away. The impression was that although there 
were signs of new building and ongoing deconstruction of unsafe structures, much remains to be done. Many still live 
in temporary shelters with basic services such as running water, electricity, and trash pickup non-existent. The GAHH 
team saw the famous scenes of people congregating in open markets and balancing tall loads on their heads, and 
incongruous, brightly-painted buses. Yet, the effects of the earthquake 
from three years ago were still very visible and the dire need for 
adequate shelter still so real. This visit reinforced their appreciation of 
the basic infrastructure here in the US – something that many have come 
to simply expect and take for granted.

The unrelenting humidity and high temperatures made it an enormous 
challenge to work through the day, but sharing the mission with 
homeowners provided the incentive needed to keep going. Experiencing 
genuine gratitude and emotion in the faces of future homeowners, Sonia 
and Maria, only reinforced the continuing need of such philanthropic 
work of the Hall’s. Their accomplishments not only help 
individual families, but build whole communities.

The GAHH team had the opportunity to meet and work 
alongside 88-year old President Jimmy Carter, Garth Brooks, 
Trisha Yearwood and so many great volunteers from all over 
the world. A bonus was to appreciate the resiliency and 
determination of the Haitian people and to attend a fantastic 
Garth Books concert. Neal said, “I cannot speak for everyone 
who was there, but I hope we make it back some day to see 
the families we had the opportunity to help and to continue 
working towards a better and safer Haiti. Long after Léogâne 
is mended and life of the volunteer returns to normal, we 
are proud to be able to say that we were and are still part of 
the mission of Habitat that builds community one home, one 
family at a time both at home and abroad.”

Note: In the three years following the 2010 
earthquake, Habitat for Humanity’s five-year 
disaster recovery program has helped more than 
40,000 families in Haiti through permanent core 
houses, transitional and upgradable shelters, 
repairs and rehabs, damage assessments, and 
emergency shelter kits. Programs focused on 
land reform advocacy, urban reconstruction and 
training initiatives have benefitted thousands 
more. In a country with more than 60 percent 
unemployment, Habitat is helping to build long-
term economic growth and sustainability by 
training and hiring Haitians.
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Donor Honor Roll
Greater Albuquerque Habitat for 

Humanity has been tremendously 
blessed by hundreds of individuals, 
churches, businesses, and other 
organizations that have supported 
our mission to build community one 
home and one family at a time. Major 
donors are listed below for the period 
October 1, 2012 – January 31, 2013. 
All donors during that time period are 
recognized through the “Thank You” 
page on our website.

Please join us in appreciation of 
all those who allow this ministry to 
happen!

$11,000 and Over
Fox Family Trust
General Mills Foundation
Lockheed Martin/SNL Corporation Foundation
Shepherd of the Valley Presbyterian Church

$5,000 – $10,999.99
JoAnn Albrecht
Faith Lutheran Church
Kiwanis Club of Albuquerque
United Way of Central New Mexico
Wal-Mart Foundation

$1,000 – $4,999.99
Linda & Carl M Alongi
Anonymous
C David Bedford
Joseph P Bowen, Jr.
Michael E Ceranski
John C Crawford and Carolyn Quinn
Winnie DeVore
Greg B & Barbara B Haschke
Paul & Beth Hommert
Timothy D & Frances Keefe
James N & Ellen King
Anonymous
Judith & William Lucero
R Mike & Donna M Mullane
David & Janice Myers
Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Church
Sandra Peterson
Santa Ana Star Casino
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church
Ric Tafoya
Catherine Woodward

GAHH has been tremendously blessed by 
hundreds of individuals, churches, businesses, 
and other organizations that have supported 
our mission to build community one home 
and one family at a time. All donors are 
recognized on a quarterly basis through the 
“Thank You” page on our website. Please join 
us in appreciation of all those who allow this 
ministry to happen!

Many thanks to the 
Volunteer Groups that 
helped at the job site in 
2012!
Ambassadors for Christ
Bank of America
CarMax
Catholic/Presbyterian Coalition of 

Churches
Century Link
Citibank
Citizen Schools
Dirty Bourbon
Faith Lutheran Church
Farmers Insurance
Farmers Insurance, NM Property 

Dept.
Freemasons of New Mexico
General Mills
Hewlett Packard MES RR
Home Builders Institute
Intel RCG
Kay Osborn’s Family & Friends
Kirtland Air Force Group
Kirtland Air Force Nuclear 

Weapons Center
Kirtland Air Force Safety Center
Kirtland Air Force Sergeants 

Association
Kirtland ATOM
Kirtland Rising Six
Kirtland 367 RCS
Kirtland 377ABW/CP
Kirtland 512 RQS
Kirtland 58AMXS
Kiwanis Club of Albuquerque
Legacy Financial Group
NM Public Interest Research 

Group
North Carolina State University 

“ASB New Mexico”
Other Paths
Premier Distributing Company
Pride Group
Rio Rancho United Methodist 

Church
RSLP
SSA/National Women’s Advisory 

Committee
San Ysidro Ladies Fidelity
Starbucks
State Farm Group
Texas Road House
UNM – Circle K International
UNM – Making a Difference
UNM – Pi Tau Sigma
UNM Sigma Alpha Omega PSI
UNM Society of Women Engineers
UNM – Tau Beta Pi
US Bank
VA Pharmacy
Walmart Distribution Center
Wells Fargo, Senior Leaders Team
WHPacific
Youth Development Diagnostic 

Center
Youth United Greater Albuquerque

Ways to Give
For both donors and recipients, 

giving is a very personal choice. 
Habitat for Humanity has multiple 
areas in which to give. Your kind, 
tax-deductible donation is greatly appreciated. 
Call 877-277-4344 (toll-free) or 505-265-0057 to 
contribute.
• Outright Gifts: Cash, Securities, Real Estate. 

For greatest need or designated.
• Real Estate: homes, land.
• Planned Estate Gifts: Making GAHH a part of 

your estate planning.
• In-kind Gifts: Donated Items to ReStore – 

used building materials, furniture, decorating 
accessories, books, appliances, vehicles in 
running and sellable condition.

• New building materials and labor: donate to 
the building of homes.

• Cars for Homes: Donated vehicles – not 
sellable.

• Construction/Build Site Lunches: For 
volunteers.

Funds:
• “Reaching New Heights” – capital campaign 

to raise funds for relocation.
• Home Sponsorship – Full or partial home 

sponsorship.
• General Operating – For the greatest need.
• Cornerstone Club – Annual Giving Club at 

$1,000/year
• Land Legacy – Monetary gifts to purchase 

land for the building program.
• House of 1,000 Friends – Building fund of 

individual gifts at $1000.

In Memory of

Thelma Louise Prowell
1991–1992 Past Board Member & Volunteer

Family has asked for donations to be made to 
Greater Albuquerque Habitat for Humanity

Lunch Donors December 2012 – March 2013
• Hence Williams (twice)
• John and Linda Lanoue
• Route 66 Civitan
• Partner Families
• Jamie Coffman & Rob Miller (twice)
• Nancy Pacheco (twice)
• Everyone that brought food for the “Job Site 

Christmas Party”
• Girl Scout Troop #1524 – lunch scheduled March 9
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Building Community One Home At A Time

ReStore is serving your Community better!  
Open Monday – Saturday,  

9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
We would like to invite you back  

to our ReStore. We appreciate you.

Bring this coupon  
and receive 10% off  
your total purchase.

Offer good at Greater Albuquerque Habitat for 
Humanity ReStore. Offer valid through July 1, 2013. 

Offer not valid in conjunction with any other coupon.

ReStore is serving your Community better!  
Open Monday – Saturday,  

9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
We would like to invite you back  

to our ReStore. We appreciate you.

Bring this coupon and 
receive 25% off any regularly 

priced item in the store.
Offer good at Greater Albuquerque Habitat for 

Humanity ReStore. Offer valid through July 1, 2013. 
Offer not valid in conjunction with any other coupon.


